
01 / PRELIMINARY EXAM 2004 

 

1. Who was the son of King Suddhodana and Queen Maha  

    Maya? 

    A. Assaji   B. Siddhattha Gotama 

    C. Nanda   D. Ananda 

 

2. When Queen Maha Maya died, she was born in_______ 

    A. Hell   B. Human Realm 

    C. Tavatimsa Heaven  D. Tusita Heaven 

 

3. The baby Prince said “Chief am I in this world” because  

     he would become a ________ later. 

     A. Buddha   B. King         

     C. Great Sage   D. Brahmin 

 

4. Who was the great sage who came to see the infant Prince? 

    A. Kala Devala  B. Kondanna 

    C. Upali   D. Anathapindika 

 

5. The young prince of King Suddhodana was named   

    Siddhattha. What is the meaning of “Siddhattha” ? 

    A. wisdom being  B. wish-fulfilled 

    C. peaceful   D. bliss of solitude 

 

6. Who was the Brahmin who raised one finger and predicted  

    the prince would surely become a Buddha? 

    A. Assaji   B. Ghatikara Maha Brahma 

    C. Kala Devala  D. Kondanna 

 

7. When did the thoughtful Prince first sat meditating on  

    the couch under a rose apple tree? 

    A. During his birthday 

    B. During the name-giving ceremony 

    C. During the Ploughing Festival   

    D. During the Wesak Day 

 

8. The Prince married Princess Yasodhara who was the   

    daughter of________. 

    A. Pamita   B. Maha Pajapati Gotami 

    C. Anathapindika  D. King Bimbisara 

 

9. What was the happy news when the Prince Siddhattha  

    visited the park? 

    A. A noble hermit came to his Palace 

    B. He was told that a son was born unto him 

    C. He had three palaces for the three seasons 

    D. He met his teacher 

 

10. What is the pali term for “a fetter has arisen” ? 

     A. Rahu   B. Rahula 

     C. Rahu Jato   D. Rahula Jato 

 

11. Prince Siddhattha renounced the world on his  

      favourite horse______ 

     A. Channa   B. Anoma 

     C. Kanthaka   D. Ghatikara 

 

12. Channa was Prince Siddhattha’s ____________ 

     A. friend   B. teacher  

     C. cook   D. charioteer 

 

13. Who ordained the Prince Siddhattha? 

    A. Ghatikara Maha Brahma            B. King Bimbisara 

    C. a great sage called Kala Devala       D. by himself 

 

14. Which of the item below is not included in the Eight  

       Requisites? 

      A. spoon    B. needle  C.knife  D.belt 

 

15. What is the meaning of Bodhisatta? 

      A. a great sage      B. a wisdom being 

      C. warrior race      D. a universal monarch 

 

16. After his ordanation, the Bodhisatta (Prince Siddhattha) 

      spent fasting a week in the________enjoying the bliss  

     of solitude. 

      A. Anupiya Mango Grove       B. Uruvela 

      C. Buddha Gaya        D. Bamboo Grove 

 

17. Who was the king of  Rajagaha during the time the    

      Bodhisatta went from door to door, in the streets of  

      Rajagaha seeking alms? 

     A. King Suddhodana        B. King Bimbisara 

     C. King Ajatasattu        D. King Asoka 

 

18. Who were the two ascetics the Bodhisatta studied  

      their doctrines before his Enlightenment? 

      A. Kondanna and Mahanama 

      B. Assaji and Bhaddiya 

      C. Alara Kalama and Uddaka Ramaputta 

      D. Tapassu and Bhallika 

 

19. The Bodhisatta was not satisfied with his first two  

       teachers because he was seeking the end of all  

       suffering, also known as____________. 

      A. Bhavana          B.Majjhima Patipada 

      C. Samma Sambuddha        D.Nibbana 

 

20. Five monks attended on Bodhisatta during his search  

      for truth. Who was not included in the list of the  

      five monks? 

A. Bhaddiya B. Vappa C. Ananda         D. Assaji 

 

21.Who was the youngest Brahmin who fore-told the Prince   

     Siddhattha’s future on the name giving day? 

    A. Kondanna          B. Mahanama 

    C. Uddaka Ramaputta         D. Upali 

 

22. Which method was proved useless when the Bodhisatta  

      struggled to gain Buddhahood? 

     A. penances          B. severe austerity 

     C. tormented his body          D. all the above 

 

23. The Bodhisatta thought that he needed strength to gain  

       Buddhahood so he took some milk rice offered to him   

       by_____________. 

      A. Mara  B. Yasodhara    C. Sujati D.Sujata 

 

24. After taking the milk rice, the Bodhisatta felt strong and  

      made a firm resolve not to rise from his seat until he  

      gained Buddhahood. Under which tree was he seated? 

     A. Bodhi tree           B. Banyan tree 

     C. Rose-apple tree          D. Mucalinda tree 

 



25. When the Bodhisatta destroyed all passions, and      

      understood the Four Noble Truths, he became a  

      __________ 

     A. Sotapanna   B. Anagami 

     C. Sakadagami  D. Samma Sambuddha 

 

26. What was the first lesson the Buddha taught to the world? 

     A. The great lesson of Gratitude B. Meditation 

     C. Enlightenment   D. Wheel of life 

 

27. What is the meaning of “Abdhidhamma” ? 

      A. Ordinary Dhamma             B. Higher Dhamma 

      C. To preach the Dhamma            D. Book on Dhamma 

 

28. According to Buddhism, what is the cause of suffering? 

      A. craving    B. penances 

      C. birth    D. self-motification 

 

29. What will be the name of the future Buddha? 

      A. Siddhattha   B. Gotama 

      C. Tathagata    D. Metteya 

 

30. The Buddha preached His first sermon to 

      A. Alara Kalama and Uddaka Ramaputta 

      B. Sariputta and Moggallana 

      C. Tapassu and Bhallika 

      D. The five monks who attended on Him 

 

31. The first sutta preached by the Buddha was Dhammacakka    

      Sutta. What does Dhammacakka mean? 

      A. Four Noble Truths   B. Peace and Truth 

      C. The wheel of Truth  D. Middle Path 

 

32. The Buddha started His first sermon by advising the monks 

      A. to meditate 

      B. to give up all their belongings 

      C. to practise many penances 

      D. to give up the two extremes of self-indulgence and self-  

           motification 

 

33. The Middle Path discovered by the Buddha is known  

       as_____________ 

      A. Majjhima Patipada  B. Tisarana 

      C. Appamadena Sampadetha  D. Dhammapada 

 

34. The Pali term for ‘Right Understanding’ is 

      A. Samma Vaca              B. Samma Ajiva 

      C. Samma Ditthi              D. Samma Samkappa 

 

35. “Samma Vayama” is 

      A. Right Effort           B. Right Concentration 

      C. Right Livehood           D. Right Mindfulness 

 

36. Who understood the Dhamma and became a Sotopanna  

       after hearing the Buddha’s first sermon? 

A.Alara Kalama  B.Anathapindika 

C.Sariputta  D.Kondanna 

 

37. Which sutta deals with “No-Soul” ? 

      A. Dhammacakka Sutta        B. Anattalakkhana Sutta 

      C. Ratana Sutta         D. Jaya Mangala Sutta 

 

 

38. Who was the chief opponent of the Buddha? 

      A. Ananda    B. Devadatta 

      C. Angulimala   D. Moggallana 

 

39. Who introduced the teaching on the law of cause and  

      effect to Sariputta? 

     A. Assaji    B. Moggallana 

     C. Kaludayi    D. Ananda 

 

40. Who offered the Veluvanarama (Bamboo Grove) to  

      the Buddha and His Sangha? 

     A. Visakha    B. Anathapindika 

     C. King Bimbisara   D. King Kosala 

 

41. He who attains the third stage of sainthood is known  

      as _____________. 

     A. Sotapanna    B. Arahant 

     C. Sakadagami   D. Anagami 

 

42. “Adinnadana veramani sikkhapadam samadiyami” 

        is the _______ precept. 

       A. first    B. second  

       C. third    D. fourth 

 

43. The fifth of the five precepts is not to__________ 

      A. steal    B. kill 

      C. lie    D. drink liquor 

 

44. A person giving up lying will become 

      A. truthful and trustful  

      B. rich and beautiful 

      C. kind and full of pity 

      D. careful 

 

45. Papa or Akusala is the Pali word for 

     A. evil    B. hatred 

     C. lust    D. ignorance 

 

46. Which of the following is not considered as merit? 

      A. Dana    B. Lobha 

      C. Sila    D. Bhavana 

 

47. Selfishness can be given up by __________. 

      A. morality    B. meditation 

      C. propagating of Dhamma  D. generosity 

 

48. Which of the following evil is not caused by word? 

      A. lying    B. anger 

      C. slandering    D. vain talk 

 

49. “Sabba papassa akaranam” means 

       A. worship images and trees 

       B. respect to the teachers 
       C. homage to the Buddha, Dhamma and Sangha 

       D. not to do all type of evil 

 

50. The pali word for the Three Refuges is__________. 

       A. Tisarana    B. Tipitaka 

       C. Upasaka    D. Sikkhapada 

 


