MALAYSIAN BUDDHIST EXAMINATION SYNDICATE
A JOINT VENTURE OF MBA AND YBAM

BY Bro. CH’NG TEOK CHEE

Malaysia is the only other country in the world, besides Sri Lanka and Thailand,which conducts a National Buddhist Examination.

Prior to the formation of the Malaysian Buddhist Examination Syndicate (MBES), Buddhist education in the country was quite stagnant and unmotivated. There were only a handful of Dhamma classes conducted in temple premises and there was no local Buddhist examination to test the achievement of the learners then began to feel the need of initiating an examination body so as to stimulate the growth of Dhamma education in the country.


On 24.2.1973, top officials of the Malaysian Buddhist Association (MBA) and Young Buddhist Association of Malaysia (YBAM) met and discussed at full length to iron out the various problems pertaining to the formation of MBES. Not long later MBES was launched and the first Malaysian Buddhist Examination conducted in both English and Chinese was held on 14.4.74. Listed below are the pioneer committee which spear-headed this noble task and the present committee which works hard to carry on which the good job begun by the pioneers.
The Pioneer Committee 

Chairman                : Ven.Kim Beng

Vice-Chairman        : Ven.Pandlt Pemaratana Thero




 Ven.K.Pemaloka Thera




 Ven.Phra Silananda

Hon. Secretary        : Chin Siew Wah

Assist. Secretary     : Tan Gin Soon

                                  Tan Ooi Choo

Hon. Treasurer        : Tan Ah Yee

Committee Member : Ven.Chuk Mor

                                   Wong Ying Man

                                   Tan Saw Eng

                                   Ven.U.Pynnya Wuntha
                                   Tan Cheng Guan


The objectives of the Malaysian Buddhist Examination Syndicate are many fold. It aims to organise and conduct national Buddhist examination at various levels,to encourage and foster the understanding of the Buddha’s teachings amongst youth, to encourage and assist in the setting up of Sunday schools, Buddhist classes and institutes for Buddhist studies, to publish or assist in the publication of Buddhist texts and papers related to the study for the Examination, and to provide or assist in the training of teachers for Dhamma classes. 
The MBES is the joint venture of two national Buddhist bodies in Malaysia, namely Malaysian Buddhist Association and the Young Buddhist Association of Malaysia. It has been agreed that the MBES should be chaired by the President of MBA while Hon. Secretary should be appointed by YBAM. Listed below is the organizational structure of MBES, showing all the committees in the Examination Syndicate. The Advisory Board consists of 3 Chinese speaking and 3 English speaking foreign monks.
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Enrolment to the Malaysian Buddhist Examination during the past year has been encouraging. The number of candidates sitting for the various stages of the Examination has been increasing gradually in the Chinese medium.  A total of 1785 candidates sat for the examination at various stages in both media in 1980. with the implementation of the First Five-Year Plan of YBAM, the MBES hopes to reach the target of 5000 candidates by 1985.

To generate interest and encourage more people to take the Malaysian Buddhist Examination, the MBES’ presents certificates and challenge shields to the best candidates which are kept by the organizations sponsoring the candidates. Furthermore, from 1980 onwards additional prizes are given to the best candidate of each stage is given scholarship in cash ranging from $20 for the preliminary stage to $50 for the higher stage.


The MBES has prepared syllabuses for all stages in both medium. They are supplied to Buddhist organizations which intend to sponsor candidates for the examination. However, the syllabuses are being revised to keep them up to date. It is scheduled that the revised syllabuses preliminary stage will be implemented in 1982, together with the publication of the relevant text books.

At the early stage of the history of MBES, it faced great financial difficulties and was all the time in the red. Even through MBA and YBAM contributed $500 and $300 respectively every year, it was not enough to cover the cost of printing, postage and administration. MBES had to appeal for further donations from Buddhist organization and well-wishers from time to time. But for most of the time , the MBES officials had to pay out of their own pockets to cover the total expenses of about $2000 per year. 1.4.78 marked the turning point of the financial situation of the MBES, a well know lay Buddhist organization in Penang. Hui Yin Siah, stepped forward voluntarily to raise fund for the MBES. It staged a successful variety show at Dewan Sri Pinang and collected a total sum of more than 14 thousand dollars to put the financial position of the MBES on healthy footing. The contribution of Hui Yin Siah to the MBES should always be remembered. 

It is undeniable that the MBES has contributed greatly not only the propagation of the Buddha-Dhamma in this country but also in the cultivation of the moral outlook of the younger generation of our citizens. Buddhism preaches compassion and tolerance. The study of Buddha-Dhamma will undoubtedly teach our youth to be better citizens. It is hoped that one day the Ministry of Education will consider including the study of Buddha-Dhamma in the school curriculum.
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